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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title/if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the. pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1,2, 8, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Hansen in view of Kuntz. The patent to Hansen teaches structure 

substantially as claimed including a tray (10), comprising a body (12), support 

mechanism (28, 30) integrally connected to the body, a leg (figs. 8, 9) a mounting 

structure the only difference being that the mounting structure is not a spring biased 

dowel structure. However, the patent to Kuntz (at 44, 45) teaches the use of outwardly 

extending spring biased dowels to provide for a mount against interior components. It 

would have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify the structure of Hansen 

to include a spring biased dowel mount, as taught by Kuntz since such structures are 

conventional alternative structures used in the same intended purpose of providing a 
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mount, thereby providing structure as claimed. The structure of Hansen can both be 
cantilevered supported and supported by a leg structure as a structure is entitiled to all 
of it's uses. The use of clips, recess for structures in trays is well known and 
commercially used. Applicant is given judicial notice of such. Further, the 
structures(48, 52 ) are legs as claimed. It is repeated that it would have been obvious 
to modify one mount for another mount since such structures are conventional 
alternative structures used for the same intended purpose of providing an attachment. 
It is this knowledge of conventional alternative structures used for the same intended 
purpose of providing a mount that provides a suggestion and/or motivation to modify. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hansen 
in view of Kuntz as applied to the claims above, and further in view of Sammons. The 
patent to Hansen teaches structure substantially as claimed as discussed above 
including a tray structure, the only difference being there is not a peripheral raised edge. 
However, the patent to Sammons teaches the use of a peripheral edge to preclude 
movement of articles placed thereon to be old. It would have been obvious and well 
within the level of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
the structure of Hansen to include a peripheral edge, as taught by Sammons since such 
structure are conventional structures used in the same intended purpose, thereby 
providing structure as claimed. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 01/08/07have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. See above rejections. Further, it is noted that the claim language recites 
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structure that can be adapted to be used in a vehicle, such vehicle not being claimed. It 
is understood that applicant may not desire to claim the vehicle. However, if the prior 
art teaches structure able to function as claimed, then such prior art meets those 
limitations. Therefore, it is suggested that the structure to enable such structure to 
function as claimed be better defined. As such, language including the spring-biased 
dowel integrally, unitarily formed and connected to the body positioned at and along an 
end, (edge) would receive favorable consideration. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jose V. Chen whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6865. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f,m-th 5:30am-3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571)272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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